
St Joseph Parish Pastoral Council 

Monday, May 20, 2013 

Present were: Fr. John DeRiso (Pastor), Fr. Brian Ching, CSC, Philip Hicks, Ron Vogler, Jim Hasse, Patric Richter, 

Amy Barrett, Ed Jordanich, Greg Lorch, Bruce Jones, Jenny Monahan, Janel Charlton, Mary Stepney, Peggy Gizzi, 

Stephanie Pries, and Trish Maher. Kathy Allsop (Chair), Jennifer Ihns, Emmeline D’Agostino, and Carolyn 

Sherman were absent. 

Our Special Guest for the evening was soon-to-be St. Joseph Pastor Fr. Kevin Russeau, CSC. 

I. Preliminary Matters 

    A. Opening Prayer: Fr. John opened the meeting with prayer.  

    B. Minutes:  The minutes of the Pastoral Council meeting of March 18, 2013, having been reviewed by 

members, were approved. 

II. Welcome Father Kevin Russeau, C.S.C.! 

     Pastoral Council welcomed Fr. Kevin as he visits St. Joseph this week. He will arrive as our new pastor in 

August when his duties at the Holy Cross Novitiate in Colorado Springs officially conclude. Fr. Kevin spoke to 

Council telling them of his desire to be a parish priest ever since his formative years at his home parish of St. 

Joseph. He is committed to implementing the building projects already in progress at St. Joe and is excited to accept 

this assignment in parish life. 

     Fr. John added that as a formator in Holy Cross, Fr. Kevin has helped a great many young men discern their 

calling and grow spiritually and in their Holy Cross identity, including our own Fr. Brian Ching. 

 III. Living Our Faith, Building Our Future 

     Fr. John announced that our capital campaign continues to move forward toward goal. We have thus far only 

38% participation of our parish membership, but that could be seen as encouraging because it illustrates that there is 

much yet untapped potential. A mailing will go out Tuesday to parishioners who have not yet contributed to the 

campaign. 

     Fr. John also explained that though we are near reaching our original goal, that goal is being stretched a bit and 

we would now be helped to reach $4.3 million with the acquisition of the car wash and the increased expenses 

related to the Ackles Center renovation. We are hopeful that we can achieve this new goal. 

     Though we are encouraging donors to pledge ahead of the May 31
st
 date in order to take advantage of the 20% 

match being offered by an anonymous donor, we do expect that pledges will continue to arrive throughout the 

summer. 

     We continue to await environmental testing results on the site of the car wash before that deal is finalized.  

IV. Council Nominations 

  Discernment of Nominees: Fr. John asked Amy Barrett, Acting Chair, to read the bylaw sections that outline the 

process of nominating and electing new members to the Pastoral Council. The outgoing members of the Pastoral 

Council are Kathy Allsop (chair), Ron Vogler, Stephanie Pries, and Philip Hicks. Per the bylaws, a nominating 

committee consisting of Fr. John, Fr. Brian Ching, Kathy Allsop (outgoing chair), Amy Barrett, Ron Vogler 

(outgoing member) and Bruce Jones (Commission representative) met this week to discern a list of nominees to 

present to the Pastoral Council for consideration. This list was distributed to Council members (attached). Fr. John 

asked if Council had further names to add to the list of nominees. No one did. Nominations were closed by motion 

and unanimous vote. 



     Council members spent a few moments in quiet prayer asking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Discussion 

followed as nominees were considered by Council. 

     It was determined that Fr. John will approach four persons and invite them to become Pastoral Council members 

for the three-year term beginning August 2013.  Two alternate candidates were also determined. 

     If they accept the nomination, they will be asked to attend Pastoral Council’s June 17
th
 meeting to be introduced 

to the Pastoral Council for approval by Council. 

     Fr. John will then share the names of other nominees with Pastoral Team members as possible recommendations 

for parish commissions. 

  Nomination of Council Officers:  Amy Barrett was nominated as Pastoral Council Chair for next year. Greg 

Lorch was nominated as Vice-Chair. No other nominations were offered. Council unanimously closed nominations. 

Officers will be elected at the next meeting of Pastoral Council. 

V. Pastor’s Report – Fr. John  

    A. Hiring: We are in the process of hiring several new staff members to replace Kara O’Malley, leaving as 

Director of Christian Formation to be at home full time with her new son; Debi Haug, leaving as Director of 

Community Life and Outreach to move to Portland; and Jim Shetterly, Director of Business Operations, leaving to 

accept a similar position at his home parish in Elkhart. Fr. Brian Ching is heading up the search for Director of 

Christian Formation, Charmaine Torma for Director of Community Life and Outreach, and Fr. John DeRiso for 

Director of Business Operations. 

     All will be in contact with Fr. Kevin Russeau as these selection processes move forward. He will, in fact, be in 

touch with the leading Director of Christian Formation candidates on Tuesday. 

     B. Tuck-pointing: will be done on the school this summer. An expensive job, but important and highly 

recommended for our building. Costs will be covered by our general operating budget. 

     C. 711 Colfax: Construction and renovations continue. We expect to move this summer. 

     D.  Preschool: Director of Preschool Melissa Cowden is doing an excellent job establishing our new preschool. 

She has hired a full time lead teacher and part time aide thus far as well. 

     E. Last Masses: Fr. John’s last weekend of Masses at St. Joseph Parish will be June 9
th
, though he expects to be 

here at St. Joe for the week following to pack and organize for his next assignment. 

     F. Budget: At the June meeting we will present the budget summary for fiscal year 2013-2014. 

 

VI. Commission Highlights 

     A. School Board – Bruce Jones:  Meeting last Monday. InfoSnap up and running, good feedback from users. 

Mrs. Wiwi excited as well, especially with the data feed from InfoSnap into School Reach and Power School, great 

communication tools for her to use to reach school families quickly via phone, email or text messaging. School 

enrollment for next year at 461. 

     Fr. John thanked Bruce Jones for being the driving force behind the implementation of InfoSnap. It would not 

have happened without the work and support of Bruce! 

     B. Stewardship – Ed Jordanich: Last meeting a brainstorming session; very much want to continue the 

“Spotlight on Ministry” series, perhaps adding a bulletin reflection from someone active in the ministry. They also 

talked about taking on a role in training ministry leaders to help keep stewardship a year-round presence, 

encouraging leaders to welcome and be available for new members at any time. Charmaine wants to be very 

proactive in meeting with and welcoming new parishioners, thus encouraging them to become involved in our 

ministries from the start. 

     Fr. John said Wilson Barrett, a high school parishioner, approached him about a capital campaign effort in our 

grade school and he met with Fr. John and Charmaine Torma and they hope to implement some of his ideas. They 



are working with Mrs. Wiwi as well. In that same vein, Fr. John was very touched to receive a $200 capital 

campaign donation from a 9 year old student who donated from his own bank account! 

    C. Christian Action – Janel Charlton: The Africa trip has been postponed to 2014 rather than 2013, though 

there is still much enthusiasm for the partnership. The garden is going strong and school children are engaged in its 

care, talking with St. Vincent de Paul about possibly donating some of the bounty from said garden. Debi Haug is 

securing a parish liaison for the Habitat for Humanity project this summer. Our Refugee Resettlement family has 

been joined by more family members from Iraq recently. Kathleen Kusbach has been in touch with them and will 

continue to pass on needs of the family to the parish. Council questioned whether the general parish membership 

realizes our relationships with our refugee families are ongoing, and Janel will see about bringing that to their 

attention. There is a plan for a summer series at Corby’s, perhaps one Monday each summer month. They are 

working with Joe Mittiga. Ideas for the series are welcome – email them to Janel. 

     D. Christian Formation – Jennifer Ihns:  absent 

     E. Community Life – Peggy Gizzi: had to leave meeting early; Fr. John said a director for the St. Nick Six has 

been found – Chris DeLuca, as well as chairs for the parish picnic – Charlie Thompson and Mark Torma. 

 

     F. Liturgy – Carolyn Sherman: absent. Mary Stepney offered a couple helpful remarks on the Holy Thursday 

Liturgy which Fr. John asked Fr. Brian to note and take back to the Liturgy Commission, namely that during the 

procession to Fanelli Hall, the music in church stopped much sooner than usual and needed to continue as people 

processed out of the church and toward the hall. Also, once in Fanelli Hall, the early arrivals did not move into the 

hall and allow for the rest to move in as well, leaving a great deal of unused space on the stage end of the hall. Fr. 

Brian will note that a person stationed inside Fanelli Hall to steer people to the far end of the room would be 

helpful. 

     G. Operations – Jim Hasse: Pew refurbishment is coming, but it continues to be a struggle to find a stain color 

to match church ceiling/beams. Working with different types of wood is making it challenging. November 9
th
 is 

School Auction date 2013. Theme: Vintage. 

VII. Concluding Matters 

     A. Congratulations to Father Brian Ching on his Ordination last month! It was a beautiful ceremony and well 

attended by his friends from St. Joseph, as was his first Mass at St. Joseph and the reception that followed. 

     B. Seminarians: there will be three seminarians in residence at St. Joseph this summer. 

     C. Fr. John Patrick: likely leaving St. Joseph, but not yet informed of his new assignment. 

 

Next meeting:  June 17, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lisa Slott. 


